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will recognize that, in a time of record
corporate profits, they can afford to
pay a decent wage.

I am hopeful that this bill will re-
ceive bipartisan support, because it is
the very premise of this country that if
you work hard, if you play by the rules,
you should be able to be part of the
middle class.

——
CIVILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues and fellow
citizens to elevate our political dis-
course in which we participate for the
good of our country.

Some of what I see in America
grieves me. The partisan divide grows
more volatile, and decency shrinking
in our political dialogue. Many on the
left continue to say, Mr. Trump is ‘‘not
my President.” And in the past, some
on the right have said, Mr. Obama is
“not my President.”

Now we have people who think it is
comical to be photographed with the
depiction of the President’s bloodied
head. I can only think of real-life intel-
ligence photos I have viewed of inno-
cent men and women shortly after
their decapitation at the hands of a
terrorist. Escalating America’s polit-
ical discussion to actions like what Ms.
Griffin is guilty of undermines our Na-
tion’s discourse and weakens the unity
of our citizens, and I don’t know where
it stops.

I fear we are pulling apart. The left
and right should not hate each other.
As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as-
serted: ‘‘Hate cannot drive out hate:
only love can do that.” We must be
able to disagree, debate, and then
strive together for America. When we
pull apart, our Nation weakens and our
citizens become more vulnerable. I fear
that if we continue down this path, the
political wedge will be so ugly it will
not be so easily repaired.
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It is this pulling apart that caused us
not to pass a defense spending bill on
time for almost a decade. Our military
leaders have stated we are back to the
hollow force of the 1970s due to this
congressional malpractice. Our Navy is
unable to fly half of their aircraft; the
Army only has 3 of their 58 combat bri-
gades fully ready to deploy; and our
Air Force pilots fly less hours today
than they did during the hollow force
years.

In other words, the partisan rancor
has undermined our Nation’s defense,
and our servicemen and -women are
paying for this price in readiness. If
North Korea, Russia, or another threat
tries to take advantage of our weak-
nesses, our great warriors will pay for
it with their blood.

I love our country and our represent-
ative democracy. We have had our
times of extreme divide. At the begin-
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ning of our Nation’s history, there were
very aggressive debates between the
followers of John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson, for example. We saw strife
during Andrew Jackson’s Presidency,
when many of his opponents feared he
was going to be America’s Napoleon,
and we survived those times.

But let us not forget the bitter acri-
mony leading up to the 1860s, when we
saw physical assaults on the floor of
Congress. That divide was only solved
after over 600,000 Americans died in the
Civil War.

Let us debate the issues. I have al-
ready held five townhalls myself to en-
gage in the essential debates to im-
prove our country, and I will hold
more. But when it comes to the vitriol
and verbal assaults, let us all take a
knee and reflect.

Are we taking our Nation to a poten-
tial precipice of a disaster if we keep
turning up the volume of this partisan-
ship?

Earlier this year, the congressional
freshman class signed a civility pledge.
I again pledge civility, but I also im-
plore our Nation to include our media
and entertainment to reflect on the
tone and ugliness that we are seeing.
Let us rein in the anger and disrespect.
I implore our President, our Senate, all
of us in the people’s House, all of our
citizens, let us raise the bar of our de-
bate and treat each other with respect.
Let us not cross the line between criti-
cizing the issues to criticizing the per-
son.

I have served in the military next to
many great Americans for nearly 30
yvears, and we all swore to protect and
defend every American with our lives,
regardless of our party affiliations. In
fact, I rarely knew if a person was a
Republican or a Democrat during my
time in the Air Force.

Let us not forget, too, that, during
our history, 1.2 million Americans gave
their lives in the defense of this coun-
try. They were Democrats, Repub-
licans, Independents. Some had no
party at all. Some were Federalists.
Some were Whigs. They paid the ulti-
mate price so we could have the privi-
lege of a free and open debate that we
enjoy today. They fought and died so
our citizens could be the sovereigns of
our Nation.

Let us turn away from the anger,
outrage upon outrage, away from the
character assassinations. Let us turn
toward civil debate and contend for our
ideas and values in a manner pursuant
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. When we lose an election, re-
gardless of the party, let us do so
gracefully, and respect the will of the
voters and the Constitution. Let us
agree when we agree, and respectfully
disagree when we disagree. But to re-
sist at all costs, on every issue, is dam-
aging to our country.

Today, some are calling for impeach-
ment of our President. With the facts
that we have, it is wrong and it is put-
ting politics over the well-being of our
country, and we are better than this.
Let us turn down the volume.
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CONGRATULATING NORTH HALL
HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it is a joy today that I rise to con-
gratulate North Hall High School on
winning the State baseball champion-
ship in Georgia in their class. This is
especially happy for me because I am a
Trojan. I graduated from North Hall
High School in 1984.

It is amazing that it seems that long
ago, but it is also looking back as one
of the first sports championships in
baseball that they have received, and it
is a truly exciting time in our commu-
nity. I have watched these young men
grow up, many with my own son play-
ing ball, and it is exciting to see that
fulfillment.

At the start of the season, the team
rallied around the promise of ‘‘Leave
No Doubt.” It reminded North Hall
players and coaches to offer the best ef-
fort without exception and to prove
wrong anyone who doubted their poten-
tial for success.

Persevering in the 2017 season was no
small task. The team opened the first
round of the State playoffs, in fact,
with a 6-1 loss. Few people expected
the Trojans to recover after that game,
but they followed it with 10 straight
wins.

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that
North Hall earned the title of State
Champion.

This victory serves as a testament to
the team’s determination and a re-
minder to us all that dedication, even
in the most unlikely circumstances,
does pay off. Whenever we give up, we
surrender our dreams.

To the young men that I have
watched grow up, the young men in our
community who now hold the title of
State Champion, I say congratulations.
HONORING ARMY LIEUTENANT COLONEL TERRY

BARRON

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of retired
Army Lieutenant Colonel Terry Bar-
ron, Georgia’s first female Blackhawk
helicopter pilot. My neighbors in the
city of Gainesville recently declared
May 25 to be Terry Barron Day in
honor of this outstanding servicemem-
ber.

Lieutenant Colonel Barron served in
the Georgia National Guard for 30
years and, in 2011, was deployed to Iraq.

In addition to her military service,
Lieutenant Colonel Barron served as a
math professor and the former chair of
Brenau University’s math and science
department. In this role, she equipped
students with the knowledge and skills
that allowed them to pursue careers in
math and science.

As both a soldier and a professor,
Lieutenant Colonel Barron has lived a
life dedicated to serving and empow-
ering others, making them more con-
fident as they approach the challenges
of each new day.

I would like to commend Lieutenant
Colonel Barron for her service to
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northeast Georgia and on behalf of her
country.
PUTTING PEOPLE BACK IN POWER

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as I rise today, it is a good day on
the floor of the House. It is a good day
for those of us who have went before
the voters on occasions and said that
one of the issues that we have to take
up in Washington, D.C., is removing
the barriers to letting everyday people
get up and be able to access the finan-
cial markets, to access their business
opportunities, to follow their hopes,
dreams, and ambitions. And on the
floor of the House today, we will fulfill
that.

We will take up and pass the Finan-
cial CHOICE Act, which repeals Dodd-
Frank, which takes the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, which
many of us believe is unconstitu-
tional—how could a body of Congress
actually empower an agency that we
have no control over, no accountability
to us, they do as they want to do and,
yet, control so much of our economy?

Today we take a step forward. We
take a step forward to putting people
back in power, to letting our commu-
nity banks and our credit unions get
back to doing what they do best, and
that is treating their community and
their people with respect, finding
loans, opening up possibilities, having
that next dream of someone who says,
“I just want to take this opportunity,”’
and being able to fund it.

You see, a lot has been said, and
there are distractions everywhere, Mr.
Speaker. We understand that many say
nothing is getting done, but I look
back and I say that the Republican ma-
jority is moving forward.

We have a new Supreme Court Jus-
tice. We have passed 14 CRAs, rolling
back almost $18 billion in compliance
costs of regulations promulgated by
the former administration.

We have begun the process of doing
what we said we are doing by replacing
a failed healthcare system in which we
have just found out in Ohio, Nebraska,
Iowa, Georgia, that premiums have
skyrocketed, where markets are no
longer viable, where insurance is not
there, and even if it is there, there are
many places where they can buy it but
not use it. That is health insurance,
not healthcare. In fact, that is nothing
for those who need it.

You see, in Congress, we are moving
forward. It is an agenda led by the ad-
ministration, with the House and the
Senate working together to say that
we believe in the American people. We
believe that the spirit of America is
found in the individual hometowns, in
the individual spirits that live there,
not in a government that is controlled
completely from Washington, D.C.,
where Washington says we know best.
It is time we unleash the spirit again.
Through this House, that process is
starting today.

The Financial CHOICE Act is a ful-
fillment of a promise, and there are
many more to come.
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DODD-FRANK HINDERS ECONOMIC
GROWTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, for the
past 8 years, we have been stuck in the
slowest economic recovery in 70 years.
With all the debate about the Financial
CHOICE Act today, a simple question
gets to the heart of the matter: Do we
want to grow again?

I contend, Mr. Speaker, the answer
is—the answer has to be a resounding
yves. It has to be yes because there is a
moral imperative at play. The Finan-
cial CHOICE Act is about ending a
stagnant status quo that is crushing
our economy and opportunity.

Multiple studies show that the Dodd-
Frank Act has hindered economic
growth. One study estimates that, be-
cause of the overregulation we have
seen since the 2008 financial crisis,
there are 650,000 fewer small businesses
than there otherwise would be, which
would have provided 6.5 million jobs.
That is 6.5 million people not utilizing
their God-given talents for the better-
ment of society. That is 6.5 million
people not paying the Social Security,
Medicare, and income taxes that we
need to fund critical programs.

Some just want to raise taxes on the
already-burdened taxpayers. I say, let
us get new taxpayers into the game.
Having more taxpayers helps us to pay
for programs for veterans, education,
medical research to find cures for dis-
eases like Alzheimer’s and cancer, tax-
payers to help fund the national de-
fense.

A couple of weeks ago, I visited a
senior center in my district and had
some very special conversations. Folks
told me about the days when there
were lots of jobs in factory towns in
western Pennsylvania, and one World
War II veteran showed me his Bronze
Star.

These individuals are counting on us
to allow an economy to grow that will
create the taxpayers who can help pay
for the critical programs that support
them, that pay for their care.

We have a moral obligation, Mr.
Speaker, to restore healthy growth to
this economy. Today, let us pass the
Financial CHOICE Act. Let us move
from overregulation to right-sized reg-
ulation. Let us unclog the flow of cap-
ital to small businesses. Let us unclog
consumers’ access to credit. Let us
lower the cost of financial services for
everyday consumers. Let us bring an
end to the anti-growth policies of the
last 8 years and move into a much
brighter, more prosperous future for
everyone.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 56
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of grace and goodness, thank
You for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing of strength and
perseverance that each Member might
best serve their constituents and our
entire Nation.

May it be their purpose to see to the
hopes of so many Americans, so as to
authenticate the grandeur and glory of
the ideals and principles of our demo-
cratic Republic with the work they do.

Grant that the men and women of the
people’s House find the courage and
wisdom to work together to forge solu-
tions to the many needs of our Nation
and ease the anxieties of so many.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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